Winter Holiday Information

Introduction
Thank-you for your interest in Big Blue’s Winter
Holidays. In this Information pack I hope to excite
you if you are thinking of joining us but also to
provide you with all the details you will need. There
is no set format and everything is flexible to allow
for your desires and the weather. We know the
area well and understand how to forecast the wind
which is much trickier in the mountains than on the
beach. Everyone can be accommodated whether
they are beginner kiters/skiers/boarders or those
looking for a more varied winter holiday away from
the crowds with access to high level challenges.
The concept is that you find your way to Brig. Once
in Brig we will collect you and take you to the supermarket where you can stock up on essentials. We will
then be your guides for the week, passing on our knowledge of the area and our interpretation of the
weather to give you the best skiing or snow kiting available. There are lots of options for everything from
the size of the ski area to the choice of activities and how energetic or relaxing you want your holiday to
be. I hope to explain all those options so you have as much information about your holiday as possible.
Travel to Brig
Nearest Airports:
Geneva or Milan Bergamo.
Nearest train station:
Brig

The train journey time is about 2 hrs from both
Geneva and Milan. The train station in Geneva is
in the airport where as in Milan Bergamo you
need to get a bus to Milan train station. Also the
trains from Milan to Brig don’t run as late as
they do from Geneva so check this if your plane
arrives in the evening.

Swiss Trains Website:
http://www.sbb.ch/en/home.html
You can buy your tickets on the day or book them in advance. There is no difference in price.
It is possible to catch a train from London to Brig
http://www.eurostar.com/UK/uk/leisure/destinations/swiss_alps.jsp

You can also hire a car especially if there are 3 or more of you as the costs of the return train tickets may
work out the same as a car. The drive from Geneva to Brig is easy and takes about 2 hrs. The journey from
Milan is longer and requires driving over the Simplon Pass. This can be very snowy and sometimes closed.
Ensure you hire a car with winter tyres and if the Pass is closed you will have to take the car train to Brig.
Getting About Wallis
Once in Brig, Big Blue will collect you from the train station and drive you the 7
minutes to the accommodation. Every morning we will meet to discuss the
weather and the options for the day. The van has 5 seats and plenty of space
to carry kit. If there is a larger group of you then you may need to hire a car as
well.
If snow kiting we will drive you to the snow kiting areas, spend the day with
you, keep an eye on you and return you to the accommodation at the end of the day. If skiing we will drive
you to the best ski area for your ability and for the best snow. We will either join you for the day on the
slopes or if you prefer we will drop you off and pick you up. If there is a mixed group of kiters and skiers
then we will drop the skiers at the best local bus station for access to the chosen ski area. The guiding for
the week costs £250pp.
Accommodation
Big Blue runs a small self-catered chalet located on the 1st floor in the
picture to the left. The chalet is in Hasel a small hamlet near Ried- Brig
a 10 minute drive from the centre of Brig. The chalet has stunning
views of the surrounding mountains. The chalet sleeps 6 in total and is
self-catered consisting of a twin bedroom and two small bunk rooms.
There is bathroom with shower, an open kitchen living room and an
open fire. The nearest convenience store and bakery is 3 mins drive
away in Ried-Brig and larger supermarkets are 10 mins drive away in Brig.

Self-Catered
Apartment

1 person

2 persons

3 Persons

4+ Persons

100chf per night

70chf per person
per night

60chf per person
per night

40chf per person
per night

Other accommodation options are available:
Hotel Chavez is in Ried Brig and not far from where we stay making daily pick-ups more convenient.
http://www.hotelchavez.ch/
Simplon Hospiz is based on the Simplon Pass right in the main snow kiting area. It is a 20 min drive from
Ried Brig. The Hospiz is run by monks and is a very old but recently refurbished building.
http://www.simplon.ch/en/accomondation/hospiz

Hotel Monte Leone is also based on the Simplon Pass and is a slightly more modern hotel right on the
Snow Kiting area.
http://www.hotelmonteleone.ch/hotel/
Food
When we collect you from the train station we will take you to a local supermarket so you can stock up on
provisions for the week. They are closed on Sundays so if you arrive on this day let us know what you
would like in advance and we will do a small basic shop for you.
Lunches are up to you. You can choose to eat in a mountain restaurant or make your own lunch. We will
stop at the bakery every morning to pick up rolls and pastries. Evening meals can be self-catered in the
chalet. The kitchen has all of the utensils you need. If you need to visit the supermarket for more
provisions then just ask and we will happily take you.
Eating Out
There are lots of restaurants to choose from and we can drop you off and ensure that you will be able to
get back. If you are planning on a late night we ask that you get a taxi back to the chalet. There are regular
buses from Ried-Brig to Brig but they don’t run too late, just ask and we will find out the times for you. Zer
Mili is 5 minutes away and offers a modern a la carte menu and has won many awards. The other
restaurants vary from steak houses in Ried-Brig frequented by local farmers to Pizza houses in Brig.
Occasionally we might catch the last cable car up to Rosswald which is the nearest ski area, have a meal
and then toboggan back to the hotel by moonlight.
Ski/Snowboard Hire
Ski and snowboard equipment can be hired from Rip Zone in Brig for the week or individual days. It is also
possible to hire ski touring equipment. If you require any equipment then let us know what you need, your
height, weight and shoe size and we will pre-collect it for your arrival. Here is a link to the price list:
http://rip-zone.ch/en/sport+shops/rental+prices
Snow Kiting

The snow kiting in the area varies from high mountain passes to low level meadows. We have all wind
directions covered. The potential for climbing and touring with the kite are plentiful. The 4 nearest locations
offer a variety of flat areas for teaching beginners and rolling landscapes with drops and wind lips for the
more advanced to explore.
Big Blue offers a variety of courses in snow kiting, from 2 day beginner packages to hourly coaching, water
and land kiting crossover courses and guided tours. Kite courses are charged separately as you never know

how much will be achieved based on the weather during the week. On the whole we average over the whole
season about 50:50 good to bad days.
Course prices include all the necessary equipment except ski/snowboards. If you have your own kites bring
them along. If not we have a comprehensive range of Ozone foil kites available to hire. This is also charged
separately based on number of days use. The more you hire the kites the cheaper it works out. Harnesses
and helmets are also available to hire.
Private Tuition

Per hour

120chf

1 Day Course
(-10% on weekdays)

3-4 Hours

250chf

2 Day

7-8 Hours

400chf

Transition Course
From the water/land to the snow
IKO L3 Kitesurf and above
(-10% on weekdays)

3-4 hours

200chf

Kite Hire with Supervision and
Coaching
1 day
1 day +

3-4 Hours a day

150chf
100chf

You can snow kite on skis/ snowboards. Skis are easier and ideally you should be able to master a blue run
before learning to snowkite. Snowboarding with a kite is more similar to kitesurfing but balancing on one
edge is harder than two. Kiting with skis requires less power and offers more stability and the ability to
walk should the kite falter or crash.
If you have your own kites do bring them along. I would however recommend de-power foil kites over
inflatables. If you only buy or borrow one de-power foil kite then make it a big one (11m+) for use in lighter
winds and then use your inflatables when the wind is stronger. If you are with us and you don’t have the
right kite size for the day then you can hire one from us. If you are looking to hire kites for the whole week
then we have a large number of 2017 Ozone Access’ and Frenzys in all sizes.
Sledging
The tobogganing on offer in Wallis is
incredible. It provides a great way of having
a relaxing day in the mountains, whilst being
able to enjoy the views and mountains. If the
weather is particularly bad and skiing is not
worth the money due to poor visibility then
a couple of 45 minute toboggan runs is a
great alternative. The nearest ski area to the
chalet is Rosswald. It is possible to catch the
last cable car at 19:15 to the resort for a meal or drink. When ready the only way down the mountain is by
sledge. Lit by the moon the forest provides a serene backdrop to the stunning views of the mountains with

all the street lights glistening far below in the valley. The cable car costs £5 and the toboggans £6 per run
or £10 for the day.
Snowshoeing/Touring Skis
Although not a primary choice of activity for most people, snowshoeing/ski touring again offers a good
alternative to less than ideal conditions. If the weather is poor or super sunny and slushy at the end of the
season, then snowshoes can be hired to explore areas which otherwise you would never consider visiting.
Snow covered forests, deep gullies or high mountain peaks can all be accessed without the cost of a lift
pass. The well marked trails in the area offer access to untouched slopes for free riding or stunning views
for a picnic lunch. The snow shoes/ ski touring hire prices are listed in the Ski hire section.

Ski/Boarding Areas
The skiing on offer ranges from tiny villages with one or two lifts, to medium sized resorts and then larger
well know ski fields. Within a 20 minute drive of the chalet (indicated by the red arrow) we have 8 ski areas
as shown on this picture. There is however a few more just a little further a field with Zermatt and Saas Fee
only a 45 minute drive.

Hotel

Lift passes are generally purchased on a daily basis and can be bought per lift (£3-£5), half day (£20-£28) or
full day (£26-£35). The smaller ski areas although limited can offer amazing tree runs with no crowds,
especially during the week when everyone else is at work. They do have some long/steep t bars which
although help keep the crowds away, can prove tricky. We will endeavour to choose the best ski area for
your ability, whilst also trying to find the best snow so when you book let us know your level so we can
plan the best week for you.
Tandem Paragliding
It is possible to organise a tandem
paragliding experience with a highly
experienced pilot. If you are interested
then let us know at the start of the
week so we can plan around the
weather and availability. We will take
you to the chosen take off spot and
introduce you to Raul. There are two
options, one is a short flight which takes off and lands in the ski area so you can continue skiing. The other
is a long flight which descends over 2500m, landing a short walk from the chalet in the bottom of the
valley. Prices on application.
Insurance
It is advised to take out travel insurance for all winter holidays. We recommend Insure and Go but be sure
to mention that you will be snow kiting. During all snow kiting courses and supervised hire you are covered
by The Swiss Snow Kiting Schools public liability insurance.
Booking and Payment
To book, contact us to check availability and then book your flights. We will then secure your room and
take the guiding fee of £250 as a deposit by cheque or bank transfer. The deposit is refundable up to 14
days before the booking after which it is non-refundable. All other costs are paid for on departure at the
end of your stay in Swiss Francs.
We hope this gives you all the information you need for a memorable holiday. If there is anything we have
missed or questions you need answering then please get in touch and we will be happy to help.
Call: Oli +44 (0)7816 169359 (UK)
+41 (0)795 597983 (Swiss)

E-mail: booking@thebigblueexperience.com

